
Year 6 - Suggested Reading List

The Great Elephant Chase - Gillian Cross

When the elephant came to town, Tad and Cissie went to the show
like everyone else. Little did they know it would change their lives
forever. Because of the elephant, they get involved in a chase across
America, by train, by flatboat, and steam boat.

Saffy’s Angel - Hilary McKay

After Saffron discovers that she's adopted, life is never quite the
same. Her artistic parents and doting siblings adore her, but Saffy
wants a piece of her past. So when her grandfather bequests her a
stone angel - a relic from the childhood she never knew - Saffy
knows she has to find it.

The Borrowers – Mary Norton

The Borrowers live in the secret places of quiet old houses; behind
the mantelpiece, inside the harpsichord, under the kitchen clock.
They own nothing, borrow everything, and think that human beings
were invented just to do the dirty work. Arrietty's father, Pod, was an
expert Borrower. He could scale curtains using a hatpin, and bring
back a doll's teacup without breaking it. Girls weren't supposed to go
borrowing but as Arrietty was an only child her father broke the rule,
and then something happened which changed their lives. She made
friends with the human boy living in the house…



The Boy at the Back of the Class - Onjali Q. Rauf

When a new boy joins their class, a group of children try to befriend
him. They soon learn that Ahmet is a refugee and has been
separated from his family. None of the grown-ups seem to be able to
help him, so the friends come up with a daring plan, embarking on
an extraordinary adventure.

Silverfin – Charlie Higson

Before the name became a legend. Before the boy became a man.
Meet Bond. James Bond. There's something in the water at Loch
Silverfin. Something deadly. Something that must be kept secret... It's
James Bond's first day at Eton, and he's already met his first enemy.
This is the start of an adventure that will take him from the school
playing fields to the remote shores of Loch Silverfin and a terrifying
discovery that threatens to unleash a new breed of warfare.

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (Paperback) - John Boyne
Usually we give some clues about the book in this description, but in
this case we think that would spoil the reading of the book. We think
it is important that you start to read without knowing what it is about.
If you do start to read this book, you will go on a journey with a
nine-year-old boy called Bruno. And sooner or later you will arrive
with Bruno at a fence.



Chronicles of Narnia; The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe –
C.S. Lewis

Four adventurous siblings―Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy
Pevensie― step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia,
a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the White
Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion,
Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great sacrifice.

The Many Worlds of Albie Bright - Christopher Edge

When Albie's mum dies, it's natural he should wonder where she's
gone. His parents are both scientists and they usually have all the
answers. Dad mutters something about Albie's mum being alive and
with them in a parallel universe. So Albie finds a box, his mum's
computer and a rotting banana, and sends himself through time and
space to find her...

The Wind in the Willows - Kenneth Grahame
Here today, up and off to somewhere else tomorrow! Toad has
always been a silly sort of fellow. But when his latest obsession with
motor cars - the faster the better - threatens to lead him to disaster, it
is up to Toad's good friends Mole, Ratty and Badger to get him under
control. Can they save Toad from prison, and his home Toad Hall
from the wicked Weasels and Stoats?

Wonder – R J Palacio

'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're
thinking, it's probably worse.' Born with a terrible facial abnormality,
Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for
the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All
he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates
that he's just like them, underneath it all?

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/83305.Christopher_Edge
https://www.waterstones.com/author/kenneth-grahame/971265
https://www.waterstones.com/author/kenneth-grahame/971265


Dan Hope - Lara Williamson

I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I keep a list of things I
want to come true. For example, I want my sister, Ninja Grace, to
go to university at the North Pole and only come back once a year.
I want to help Sherlock Holmes solve his most daring mystery yet.
And if it could be a zombie mystery, all the more exciting. I want
my dog to stop eating the planets and throwing them up on the
carpet. And finally, the biggest dream of all, I want my dad to love
me.

Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson

Treasure Island's timeless tale of pirates, lost treasure maps,
mutiny and derring-do has appealed to generations of readers
ever since Robert Louis Stevenson penned it in 1881 with the
claim: "If this don't fetch the kids, why, they have gone rotten
since my day." But more than just a children's classic, the novel
is considered to be one of the greatest feats of storytelling in the
English language, with characters such as the unforgettable Long
John Silver becoming part of the cultural consciousness.
Treasure Island is a coming-of-age story that will captivate both
adults and children for as long as stories are told.

Carrie’s War – Nina Bawden

It is wartime and Carrie and her little brother Nick have been
evacuated from their London home to the Welsh hills. In an
unfamiliar place, among strangers, the children feel alone and
find little comfort with the family they are billeted with: Mr Evans,
a bullying shopkeeper and Auntie Lou, his kind but timid sister.



Raspberries on the Tangtze – Karen Wallace

This is Nancy's story. Naturally inquisitive, she's always getting into
trouble, along with her dreamer, pain-in-the-butt older brother
Andrew, best friends Clare and Amy who live in the back of an old
car, and weird sisters Sandra and Tracy, with their magazines full
of boys. The children have known each other and their families for
ever, but everything they thought they knew, is about to change.

War Horse - Michael Morpurgo

In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the
reality of battle from both sides of the trenches. Bombarded by
artillery, with bullets knocking riders from his back, Joey tells a
powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible times.
One horse has the seen the best and the worst of humanity. The
power of war and the beauty of peace. This is his story.

The Hobbit - J.R.R Tolkien

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit,
who embarks on a strange and magical adventure. A timeless
classic. Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no
desire to travel far from the comforts of home; then one day the
wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and
enlist his services – as a burglar – on a dangerous expedition to raid
the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to be
the same again.



Skellig – David Almond

When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness,
Michael's world seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one
Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of
his new home, and finds something magical. A strange creature -
part owl, part angel, a being who needs Michael's help if he is to
survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig back to
health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is
far more than he at first appears, and as he helps Michael breathe
life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes for ever . . .

Eren – Simon Clarke

People are keeping secrets from Oli. His mum has brought him
to stay with his aunt and uncle in the countryside, but nobody will
tell him why his dad isn’t with them. Where is he? Has something
happened? Oli has a hundred questions, but then he finds a
secret of his own: he discovers the creature that lives in the
attic… Eren. Eren is not human. Eren is hungry for stories. Eren
has been waiting for him. Sharing his stories with Eren, Oli starts
to make sense of what’s happening downstairs with his family.
But what if it’s a trap? Soon, Oli must make a choice: learn the
truth – or abandon himself to Eren’s world, forever.

Pig Heart Boy – Malorie Blackman

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids
don't need heart transplants.
So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. But he also
says it's experimental, controversial and risky. And it's never been
done before.



Holes – Louis Sachar

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a
miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile
Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't have a lake) he is not
surprised. Every day he and the other inmates are told to dig a hole,
five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting anything they find. The evil
warden claims that it is character building, but this is a lie and Stanley
must dig up the truth.

The Girl of Ink and Stars – Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her
cartographer father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she
volunteers to guide the search. The world beyond the walls is a
monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers and smoking
mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her
map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of
her journey: to save the island itself.

Armistice Runner – Tom Palmer

Lily has lots of worries. She's struggling to compete in her fell-running
races and, worse, she's losing her gran to Alzheimer's. But then she
discovers her great-great-grandfather's diaries from the First World
War. Could his incredible story of bravery help her reconnect with her
gran and even give her the inspiration she needs to push through and
win?



Our Castle by the Sea – Lucy Strange

England is at war. Growing up in a lighthouse, Pet's world has been
one of storms, secret tunnels and stories about sea monsters. But now
the clifftops are a terrifying battleground, and her family is torn apart.
This is the story of a girl who is small, afraid and unnoticed. A girl who
freezes with fear at the enemy planes ripping through the skies
overhead. A girl who is somehow destined to become part of the
strange, ancient history.

Millions – Frank Cottrell Boyce

Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up in a
train robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro.
Suddenly finding themselves with a vast amount of cash, the boys
have just one glorious, appalling dilemma – how to spend it in the
few days before it becomes worthless. Torn between the vices of
buying a million pizzas and the virtues of ending world poverty, the
boys soon discover that being rich is a mug's game. For not only is
the clock ticking – the bungling bank robbers are closing in too.

Brightstorm – Vashti Hardy

Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word in Lontown that
their famous explorer father has died in a failed attempt to reach the
southernmost point in the world. Not only that, but he has been
accused of stealing fuel before he died! The twins don't believe the
news, and they answer an ad to join a new attempt to reach South
Polaris. It's their only hope of learning the truth ... and salvaging their
family's reputation. As the winged ship Aurora sets sail, the twins
must keep their wits about them and prove themselves worthy of the
rest of the crew. But will Arthur and Maudie find the answers?



Granny – Anthony Horowitz

Anthony Horowitz, creator of the bestselling Alex Rider series has
written a wickedly funny story, with hilarious illustrations by Tony Ross.
Twelve-year-old Joe has an unbelievably evil Granny. Not only is
Granny physically repulsive and horribly mean, but she also has the
look in her eye of a predatory crocodile. Soon Joe starts to suspect that
she has unpleasant designs on him. But what are they and how can he
foil them?

Cogheart – Peter Bunzl

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed men stalk
her through the shadows. What could they want from her?
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical
fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes
that those she holds dear may be the very ones to break her heart... Murder,
mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian adventure.

The Dragon Keeper - Caroline Lawrence

In the time of the Han Dynasty in ancient China, the last remaining dragon is in
danger of being killed by the cruel Emperor. A nameless orphan with no past and
an uncertain future becomes his unlikely ally. The young orphan soon discovers
that it is her destiny to protect the aging dragon and his mysterious purple stone.
Chased by an evil dragon hunter and a powerful sorcerer, their adventure is not
easy. Each must learn to help and understand the other if they are to survive. To
succeed in her task, the young orphan must reach deep within herself to find
courage she never knew existed. No longer can she be the timid, shy orphan she
once was. She is now the one, true Dragon Keeper.

The 1,000 Year Old Boy – Ross Welford

There are stories about people who want to live forever. This is not one of those
stories. This is a story about someone who wants to stop… Alfie Monk is like any
other nearly teenage boy – except he’s 1,000 years old and can remember the
last Viking invasion of England. Obviously no one believes him. Alfie embarks on
a mission to find friendship, acceptance, and a different way to live… which
means finding a way to make sure he will eventually die.



The Nowhere Emporium - Ross MacKenzie

When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan
Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop
from nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking
world of magic and enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice,
Daniel learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways
and rooms -- rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever
imagined. But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past
threatens everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble.
Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, before the Nowhere
Emporium is destroyed forever?

Lion Boy - Zizou Corder

Charlie Ashanti, the hero of LIONBOY, speaks cat - the language of all
cats wild and domestic alike. His unusual talent helps him on his quest to
find his kidnapped parents who have discovered a cure for asthma. The
local cats of his home town (a futuristic London) start him on his search
to solve the mystery of his missing parents, which leads him across the
channel on board a circus ship bound for Paris. It is on this wonderful
vessel that Charlie establishes a close relationship with the homesick
circus lions who become his accomplices. But Charlie is in danger, for
close behind him on his trail, is a crony of the mysterious group who have
kidnapped his parents. They want Charlie too.

The Explorer - Katherine Rundell

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as the mysteries of the
Amazon jungle pass by below him. He has always dreamed of becoming
an explorer, of making history and of reading his name amongst the lists of
great discoveries. If only he could land and look about him.As the plane
crashes into the canopy, Fred is suddenly left without a choice.

He and the three other children may be alive, but the jungle is a vast,
untamed place.  With no hope of rescue, the chance of getting home feels
impossibly small. Except, it seems, someone has been there before
them...



The Land of Neverendings - Kate Saunders

Emily watched, in a trance of astonishment, as the bear opened the picnic
basket, took out a tartan rug and spread it on Holly's bed. And then the
penguin spoke. Actually spoke. 'What's going on? This isn't Pointed End!'
The bear said, 'It looks like a human bedroom. We must've come through
the wrong door.'

What if there exists a world powered by imagination? A world of silliness,
where humans and their toys live on long after they've left the Hard World...
and what if the door between that world and this one was broken?

Snowglobe - Amy Wilson

When daydreamer Clementine discovers a mysterious house standing in
the middle of town that was never there before, she is pulled towards it by
the powerful sense of a mother she never knew. The place is full of
snowglobes, swirling with stars and snow and each containing a trapped
magician, watched over by Gan, the bitter keeper of the house. One of
these is Dylan, a boy who teases her in the real world but who is now
desperate for her help. So Clem ventures into the snowglobes, rescuing
Dylan and discovering her own powerful connection to the magic of these
thousand worlds. Vowing to release the magicians from the control of their
enchantments, Clem unknowingly unleashes a struggle for power that will

not only put her family, but the future of magic itself in danger.

The Space We’re In - Katya Balen

We are her world and her universe and her space and her stars and her
sky and her galaxy and her cosmos too

Frank is ten. He likes cottage pie and football and cracking codes. Max
is five. He eats only Quavers and some colours are too bright for him
and if he has to wear a new T-shirt he melts down down down.
Sometimes Frank wishes Mum could still do huge paintings of stars and
asteroids like she used to, but since Max was born she just doesn't have
time.

When tragedy hits Frank and Max's lives like a comet, can Frank piece together a universe
in which he and Max aren't light years apart? This jaw-dropping, heartbreaking and hopeful
novel from debut author Katya Balen will remind you we are all made of stardust.



Rebound - Kwame Alexander

It's 1988. Charlie Bell is still mourning his father, and struggling to figure out
how he feels for his best (girl) friend, CJ. When he gets into trouble one too
many times, he's packed off to stay with his grandparents for the summer.
There his cousin Roxie introduces him to a whole new world: basketball.

A legend on the courts is born. But can Charlie resist when trouble comes
knocking once again?

Cloud Busting - Malorie Blackman

Despite his Mum’s insistence, Sam doesn’t want to be friends with Davey, he
thinks Davey’s a first class, grade A, top of the dung heap moron. But one day
Davey saves Sam’s life and a bond is formed between them. Sam is still
embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but little by little he has to admit, when
it’s just the two of them, Davey is a lot of fun. But then something terrible
happens to Davey. . . Told in verse, in first person, this is the touching story of
an extraordinary friendship, that changes two boys lives for ever. An uplifting
tale that truly sings out.

Hacker - Malorie Blackman

MESSAGE: THIS IS THE SYSTEM OPERATOR. WHO IS USING THIS
ACCOUNT? PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF . . . When Vicky’s father is
arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds from the bank where he
works, she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? There’s only one
way – to attempt to break into the bank’s computer files. Even if Vicky is the
best hacker in the world, will she find the real thief before they find her?


