Half Term Curriculum Overview
Year 4 Autumn 1 - 2020
English

Topic: The Ancient Egyptians

Our focus narrative text this half-term is ‘The Scarab’s Secret’,
set in Ancient Egypt. Children will explore how to develop
settings through descriptive detail. In retelling this narrative
but changing the resolution, children will add detail to the plot
by describing characters’ relationships with one another, as
well as their driving emotions and motives. In terms of
punctuation and grammar, children will focus on incorporating
expanded noun phrases with modifying adjectives and
composing sentences with more than one clause. Children will
learn about the features of play script. They will create their
own play script based on the book ‘I Was There –
Tutankhamun’s Tomb’ – a vivid first-hand account of a child’s
experience of this ancient tomb. Children will explore how to
use punctuation effectively and how to include the information
they acquired from the text to make their play scripts an
enticing read.

Computing
In this unit, children will collaborate to create a ‘mini
Wikipedia’. This will involve using search technologies
effectively and using the internet to crate content and
present information.

Spanish
• Where do you live? - Nationalities.
• How do others celebrate festivals?
E.g. Spaniards- La Tomatina, Las
Fallas and others.

History
• Children will learn about the different levels within
ancient Egyptian society, investigate the role of the
Egyptian pharaoh and explore the belief system of
the ancient Egyptians.
• They will use primary and secondary sources to build
a detailed picture of the ancient civilisation.

Place Value
In Maths, children will begin by extending their place value
knowledge to 4-digit numbers. Key skills will include rounding
numbers to the nearest hundred and thousand and using their
understanding of the value of each digit to compare and order
numbers. Children will apply this understanding to a range of
place value reasoning problems. As part of this unit, children will
also develop their fluidity in counting in steps of 25 and 1,000.

Addition and Subtraction
Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using
formal written methods.
• Estimate and use inverse operations to check
answers to a calculation.
• Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to
use and why.
•

Art
• Children will explore the meaning of hieroglyphs by
making and decorating a cartouche.
D&T
• Children will design, make and evaluate shadufs after
investigating how they work.
RE
• Judaism (Shabbat)
PSHE
• In our first PSHE unit, children will focus on the
transition to a new year group.

Music
•

Mathematics

Music appreciation

P.E.
•
•

In our first PE unit, children will be focusing on a
range of physical activities.
PE days: Monday and Wednesday.

Homework
•
•
•
•

Project: Project will be due at the end of the half term
Spellings: 10 words to learn weekly for Friday
Reading: 15 minutes a day and signed by adult weekly
Mathematics: Multiplication and division facts.

